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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
  
ENTRANCE HYMN: 65 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

  
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy Health and Salvation! 
Join the full throng; 
Wake, harp and psalter and song; 
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Sound forth in glad adoration! 
  
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen 
How thy desires all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
  
3 Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wondrously, made thee; 
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee. 
What need or grief 
Ever hath failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade thee. 
  
4 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 
Who from the heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee. 
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do 
Who with His love doth befriend thee. 
  
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 



THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen.   
  
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO   
P: Glory be to God in the highest! 
  
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath 
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended; 
God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him 
for His goodness! 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
  
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; and, that 
they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as are pleasing to You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. Amen.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  1 Kings 17:7-24 (Sit) 
7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 
 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he 
arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 
was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, 
that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a 
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing 
baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a 
couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and 
die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a 
little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 
14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug 
of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she 



went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar 
of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of 
the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 
17 After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was 
so severe that there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said to Elijah, “What have you 
against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to 
cause the death of my son!” 19 And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took him 
from her arms and carried him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on 
his own bed. 20 And he cried to the Lord, “O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her son?” 21 Then he stretched himself 
upon the child three times and cried to the Lord, “O Lord my God, let this child's life come 
into him again.” 22 And the Lord listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down 
from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, 
“See, your son lives.” 24 And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of 
God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.” 
  
PSALM 54 
P: 1 O God, save me by your name, 
    and vindicate me by your might. 
 
C: 2 O God, hear my prayer; 
    give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 
P: 3 For strangers have risen against me; 
    ruthless men seek my life; 
    they do not set God before themselves.  
 
C: 4 Behold, God is my helper; 
    the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
 
P: 5 He will return the evil to my enemies; 
    in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
 
C: 6 With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
    I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
 
P: 7 For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
    and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
 
THE EPISTLE: I Corinthians 10:6-13 
6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 



7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some 
of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore 
let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-9 (Stand) 
He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and said to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you 
can no longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my 
master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, 
people may receive me into their houses.’ 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, 
he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to 
him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the dishonest manager for 
his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 
  
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting. 
♪ Amen. 



SERMON HYMN: 521 “How Firm a Foundation”  
 
1 How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
  
2 "Fear not, I am with you; O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 
  
3 "When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 
For I will be with you in trouble to bless 
And sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
  
4 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
The flame shall not hurt you; My only design: 
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
  
5 The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
He will not, He cannot, desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
He never will leave, He will never forsake. 

 
THE SERMON  “Called to Faithful Stewardship” 1 Kings 17:11-16, 19-24 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers   into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and 
unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 



P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
  
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
 
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 



THE OFFERING 
 
HYMN: 197 “Lamb of God, We Fall Before You” (Sit) 

 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
  
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

3 His oath, His covenant, and blood 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When ev'ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my Hope and Stay. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
  
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: 599 “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” (Sit) 

  
Feed Thy children, God most holy; 
Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 
O Thou Bread of Life from heaven, 
Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, 
May our souls in graces flourish 
Till with saints in heav’nly splendor 
At Thy feast due thanks we render. 

  



TRINITY 9 
Even the unparallel wisdom of Solomon did not keep him from imitating other monarchs of 
his day – he maintained a harem of a thousand “strange women” most of them from among 
the nations with whom the Israelites had been forbidden to intermarry. Many of these 
foreign wives brought with them the worship of their national gods. Solomon would stoop 
to worship them himself. Because of this God warned him that the kingdom would be split 
as a result of this gross idolatry he introduced and promoted. Solomon’s opulent reign 
became too costly to be supported by foreign tribute, so for the first time a tax was levied 
from the Israelites themselves. The old sores of tribal jealousy, which had been healing 
during David’s reign and the first part of Solomon’s, now showed more and more signs of 
irritation. After all they were of the tribe of Judah. The northern Israelites, especially the 
proud and powerful tribe of Epharim, resented the concentration of power and wealth at 
Jerusalem. Upon the death of Solomon the secret dissatisfaction suddenly erupted in an 
open rebellion through Jereboam, a provincial governor. Only one tribe, that of Judah, 
including a section of Benjamin and a large number of Levites, remained loyal to David’s 
grandson, Rehoboam. Therefore in place of the glorious united monarchy of David, arose 
two smaller kingdoms: Israel to the north and Judah to the south  
  
Sermon Thoughts 
1) What does the law in this text teach us ourselves? 
 
 
2) How does the Gospel in this text comfort us? 
 
 
3) How may I personally apply this text to my life today? 
 
 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for August 2, 2026 

  
Wednesday  9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians 
   7:00 PM: Women’s Bible Study  - Ephesians 
   Meet at Chandia House—14971 Oak Summit 
  
   7:00 PM: Men’s Bible Study - Philippians 2 
  
Saturday  1:00 PM: Church Game Day 
  
Sunday  9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 
   10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 


