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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 
  

Hymns: 5 375 520 65 
(Words are printed in this folder) 



THE ENTRANCE HYMN: 5 “Lord Jesus, Though But Two or Three”  
 
1 Lord Jesus, though but two or three 
In Your dear name assembled be, 
You will among them show Your face 
And bless them with Your saving grace. 
  
2 In Your dear name again we meet 
And worship humbly at your feet; 
You will Your gracious Word fulfill 
And cheer us with Your presence still. 
  
3 Jesus, from whom all blessings flow, 
Your peace and comfort now bestow; 
Abide with us till life is o'er 
And keep us Yours forevermore. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: 
 
All: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen.   
 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO   
P: Glory be to God in the highest! 
 
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath 
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended; 



God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him 
for His goodness! 
 
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
  
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
  
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: O God, You make the minds of the faithful to be of one will: Grant unto Your people that 
they may love what You command, and desire what You promise; that among the manifold 
changes of this world, our hearts may always be fixed where true joys are to be found; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Judges 7:1-7,16-21 (Sit) 
Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and 
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the 
hill of Moreh, in the valley. 
 
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites 
into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3 Now 
therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let 
him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the people returned, 
and 10,000 remained. 
 
4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the 
water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall 
go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go 
with you,’ shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to 
Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by 
himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who 
lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt 
down to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will 
save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his 
home.”   
  
16 And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all 
of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. 17 And he said to them, “Look at me, 
and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18 When I blow the 
trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the 



camp and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’” 
 
19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at 
the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew 
the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right 
hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 
21 Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and 
fled. 
 
Psalm 98 
P: 1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song, 
    for he has done marvelous things! 
    His right hand and his holy arm 
    have worked salvation for him. 
 
C: 2 The Lord has made known his salvation; 
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 
P: 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
    All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation of our God. 
 
C: 4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 
P: 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
 
C: 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 
 
P: 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who dwell in it! 
 
C: 8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing for joy together 
 
P: 9 before the Lord, for he comes 
    to judge the earth. 
    He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity.  



THE EPISTLE:  James 1:16-21 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put 
away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls. 
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 16:5-15  (Stand) 
5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I 
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 
will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit 
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are 
to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that 
the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
  
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting. ♪ Amen. 
  



CHIEF HYMN: 375 “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”  
 

1 O little flock, fear not the foe 
Who madly seeks your overthrow; 
Dread not his rage and pow'r. 
What though your courage sometimes 
faints, 
His seeming triumph o'er God's saints 
Lasts but a little hour. 
  
2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs 
To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 
Leave it to Him, our Lord. 
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes, 
His Gideon shall for you arise, 
Uphold you and His Word. 

  
3 As true as God's own Word is true, 
Not earth nor hell with all their crew 
Against us shall prevail. 
A jest and byword are they grown; 
God is with us, we are His own; 
Our vict'ry cannot fail. 
  
4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; 
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 
Fight for us once again! 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 
A mighty chorus to Thy praise, 
World without end. Amen. 

 
THE SERMON:  “Sing the Song of the Lord’s Victory!” Judges 7:19-21 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers   into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and 
unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 



assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
 
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
  
THE OFFERING   
 
A HYMN: 520 “Soldiers of Christ, Arise” (Sit) 

 
1 Soldiers of Christ, arise 
And put your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Through His eternal Son. 
  

2 Strong in the Lord of hosts 
And in His mighty pow'r. 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror. 
  



3 Stand, then, in His great might, 
With all His strength endued; 
But take, to arm you for the fight, 
The whole armor of God, 
 
4 That, having all things done 
And all your conflicts past, 
Ye may o'ercome through Christ alone 
And stand entire at last. 

5 From strength to strength go on, 
Wrestle and fight and pray; 
Tread all the pow'rs of darkness down 
And win the well-fought day. 
  
6 Still let the Spirit cry 
In all His soldiers, "Come," 
Till Christ the Lord descends from high 
And takes the conqu'rors home. 

 
THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: 65 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Sit) 

  
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy Health and Salvation! 
Join the full throng; 
Wake, harp and psalter and song; 
Sound forth in glad adoration! 
  
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen 
How thy desires all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
  
3 Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wondrously, made thee; 
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee. 
What need or grief 



Ever hath failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade thee. 
  
4 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 
Who from the heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee. 
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do 
Who with His love doth befriend thee. 
  
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for May 3, 2026 

 
AFTER SERVICE 

We will be practicing a Safety Evacuation after service today 
 
GOE/Sunday School Meeting After Safety Evacuation 

 
Tuesday 3:30 PM Continuing Christian Education 
 
Wednesday 9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians 

7:00 PM: Women’s Bible Study - Ephesians 
(Meet at Chandia House - 14971 Oak Summit, 78232) 

 
Thursday 6:30 PM: Men’s Bible Study 
 
Sunday 10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 

 
 

EASTER 5 
 
Joshua vigorously led the Israelites against all organized opposition until he had stamped out 
all effective resistance among the Canaanites. Israel dominated all Canaan expect the strong 
city-states of the Philistine plain and scattered strongholds in the mountain regions. God 
granted their request to rest from these battles and settle in the land. All twelve tribes 
received a portion of the land except Levi. The Levites were given their own cities 
throughout the whole country, since from them would come the class of the priesthood. 
Their support would primarily come from the tithe from the members of the other tribes. 
Shortly before the death of Joshua, he warned the people that the Lord God was a jealous 



God and abhorred idolatry. Israel solemnly pledged faithfulness to her gracious covenant 
God. For some time the elders who had lived under the influence of Joshua kept the people 
faithful. But eventually, without a capable and faithful leader, Israel made peace with the 
survivors of many of the Canaanite peoples and allowed them to remain in their territory. 
 
Sermon Thoughts 
1) What does the law in this text teach us ourselves? 
 
 
2) How does the Gospel in this text comfort us? 
 
 
3) How may I personally apply this text to my life today? 


