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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite II—pp. 60-85, Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
A HYMN 345 vv. 1-2,5 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!” 
 
1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
Christians, haste your vows to pay; Alleluia! 
Offer ye your praises meet Alleluia! 
At the Paschal Victim's feet. Alleluia! 
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2 For the sheep the Lamb hath bled, Alleluia! 
Sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 
"Christ is ris'n," today we cry; Alleluia! 
Now He lives no more to die. Alleluia! 
  
5 Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia! 
Now the First-born from the dead, Alleluia! 
Throned in endless might and pow'r, Alleluia! 
Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia!  
  
THE INVOCATION  (Stand) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our 
help is in the name of the Lord. 
  
C: ♪ Who made heaven and earth. 
  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
  
C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
  
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:  
Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that      whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my 
holy office I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
  
C: Amen. 



THE INTROIT  Psalm 81 
P: As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word. Alleluia! Hear, O My people, and I 
will admonish you, O Israel, if you would listen to Me! Sing aloud to God our strength, make 
a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.  
THE GLORIA PATRI  
C: ♪ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
  
THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon 
us. 
 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO  
C: ♪ Glory be to God on high: 
  
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise You, we bless You, we 
worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. You are seated 
at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For You only are holy. You 
only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
  
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
  
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day)  
P: Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the  solemnities of the 
Lord’s resurrection, may, by the help of Your grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life 
and conduct; through the same, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy   Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Joshua 5:13-6:5 
13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was 
standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to 
him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but I am the commander 
of the army of the Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 And the commander 



of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where 
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.  
  
Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, 
and none came in. 2 And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, 
with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all the men of war 
going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear seven 
trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city 
seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And when they make a long blast with 
the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the   trumpet, then all the people shall shout 
with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, 
everyone straight before him.”  
 
THE GRADUAL  Luke 24:35; John 10:14 
P: Alleluia! Alleluia! Then the two told what had happened on the way: and how Jesus was 
recognized by them when he broke the bread. Alleluia! I am the good Shepherd: I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me.  Alleluia! 
  
THE EPISTLE: 1 John 5:4-12 
4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this    is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three 
agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the 
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, 
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And 
this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  
 
THE ALLELUIA (Stand) 
 
C: ♪ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 
P: The Holy Gospel for this Sunday is written… 
  
C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord 
  
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 



disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
C: ♪ Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 
THE CREED  Nicene Creed 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not 
made, Being of one substance with the Father, By Whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 



glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the 
Resurrection of the dead and the Life † of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN: 361 “Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven”  (Sit) 

 
1 Faith is a living pow'r from heav'n 
That grasps the promise God hath giv'n, 
A trust that cannot be o’erthrown, 
Fixed heartily on Christ alone. 
  
2 Faith finds in Christ whate’er we need 
To save or strengthen us indeed, 
Receives the grace He sends us down, 
And makes us share His cross and crown. 
  
3 Faith in the conscience worketh peace 
And bids the mourner’s weeping cease; 
By faith the children’s place we claim 
And give all honor to one Name. 
 

4 Faith feels the Spirit’s kindling breath 
In love and hope that conquer death; 
Faith worketh hourly joy in God 
And trusts and blesses e’en the rod. 
  
5 We thank Thee, then, O God of heav'n, 
That Thou to us this faith hast giv'n 
In Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who is 
Our only fount and source of bliss. 
  
6 And from His fullness grant each soul 
The rightful faith’s true end and goal: 
The blessedness no foes destroy, 
Eternal love, and light, and joy. 

THE SERMON:  “By Faith the World is Overcome” Joshua 6:1-5 
  
THE OFFERTORY VERSE  (Stand) 
C: ♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto 
me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen. 
 
OFFERING:  
If you are a first time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front 
of you. You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
  
P: Let us pray for the Church and all people according to their needs:  Almighty God and 
Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies, especially for the gift of Your 
dear Son, through whom You have revealed Your grace. We pray that You would plant Your 
Word in our hearts that we may cling to it in faith and bear much fruit in well doing. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may grow 
and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the light of Your truth 



throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and seminaries of the Church that they may 
send forth laborers to serve in the ministry of Your Word, in the ministry of mercy, and in all 
godly walks of life. Let the light of Your Word shine continually in our homes. Keep the 
children of the Church in the grace of their Baptism, and grant that all entrusted with their 
care may bring them up in true faith and obedience to Your will. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You    defend them. 
 
P: Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the 
Governor and legislators of this state.  Give them wisdom and sound judgement, that justice 
may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy!  Lord be our Helper. 
 
P: We commend into Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness, or any other adversity, 
especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth. Comfort them, O God, with 
Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may acknowledge Your fatherly will and 
rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance. 
  
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble.  Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name. 
 
P: Let Your blessing rest upon seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on medicine 
and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your people.  Protect all who 
travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous. Bless all who in their daily calling 
endeavor to do Your will, and give them the assurance that their work is pleasing in Your 
sight. 
 
C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer! 
 
(Special intercessions may be added) 
 
P: Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour with 
Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in the blessed 
company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a 
contrite spirit.  The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all 
their troubles. 

 
The Service of Holy Communion 

 
Our Communion Practice. 



Faith Lutheran Church practices closed communion, admitting to the Lord’s Supper only 
those who are members of our Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) or of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We ask that all others refrain from communing out of 
respect for our practice. 
 
If you would like to receive a blessing during the Lord’s Supper, please come forward and 
signify by crossing your arms across your chest. Please speak with our Pastor if you have 
questions. Thank you.  
 
A HYMN: 184 vv. 1-2 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  (Sit) 

 
1 My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; 
Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine! 

2 May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart; 
My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
O may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
A living fire! 

 
THE PREFACE  (Stand) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: ♪ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 
C: ♪ It is good and right so to do. 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; but chiefly are we bound to praise You 
for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is the very Paschal 
Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the world. By His death He 
has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
C: ♪ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is 



He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: "Take, eat; this is My † body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."  In the same way also He took the 
cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: "Drink of it all of you; this cup is 
the New Testament in My † blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of 
sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
  
THE PAX DOMINI (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
C: ♪ O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us Your 
peace. Amen. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION  (Sit) 
  
A HYMN: 359 “This Is the Feast” 

 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain 
  
2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
And honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain 

3 Sing with all the people of God, 
And join in the hymn of all creation. 
Refrain 
  
4 Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
Refrain 
  
5 For the Lamb who was slain 
Has begun His reign. Alleluia! 
Refrain 



THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (Stand) 
C: ♪ Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word. For my 
eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people, 
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen 
 
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING 
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 
  
C: ♪ And his mercy endures forever. 
  
P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
  
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE BENEDICAMUS 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
  
C: ♪ Thanks be to God. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: 364 vv. 1-3,6 “O for a Faith That Will Not Shrink  

  
1 O for a faith that will not shrink, 
Though pressed by many a foe, 
That will not tremble on the brink 
Of any earthly woe, 
  

2 That will not murmur nor complain 
Beneath the chast'ning rod, 
But in the hour of grief or pain 
Will lean upon its God, 
  



3 A faith that shines more bright and clear 
When tempests rage without, 
That, when in danger, knows no fear, 
In darkness feels no doubt, 
  

6 Lord, give us such a faith as this, 
And then, whate’er may come, 
We’ll taste e’en here the hallowed bliss 
Of an eternal home. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 12, 2026 

Tuesday  7:00 PM: SABBSA 
 
Wednesday  9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians 

7:00 PM: Women’s Bible Study  - Meet at Chandia House 
(14971 Oak Summit, 78232) 

 
Thursday  6:30 PM: Men’s Bible Study 
 
Sunday  10:30 AM: Divine Service 
   (Voter’s meeting with potluck after service) 
 
Sunday April 26 - Pastor Kerkow will be returning to continue leading us through our 
strategic planning. Sandwiches and chips are planned to be offered. 
 

EASTER 2 
Seven people blocked Israel’s occupation of the Promised Land: Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, 
Girgashites, Jebusites, Amorites and Philistines. The comparatively peaceful conditions of 
the time of Abraham had disappeared before the period of conquest. The ancient world 
powers had broken up into numerous independent or half-independent provinces, each with 
its own walled cities. Tribal hatred and mutual suspicion kept the Cannanite tribes from 
forming a lasting alliance against the invading Israelites. Individually, however, they were 
able to protect themselves against periodic raids of desert tribes, since most of their 
fortifications, like those of Jericho, could be overcome only by long sieges. 
 
Sermon Thoughts 
1) What does the law in this text teach us ourselves? 
 
 
2) How does the Gospel in this text comfort us? 
 
 
3) How may I personally apply this text to my life today? 


