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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary)

P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!

THE OPENING PRAYER (S7and)
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear
Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the




preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: 352 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (§77)

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluial 3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluial
Who did once upon the cross Alleluial Now above the sky He's King, Alleluial
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluial Where the angels ever sing. Alleluial

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluial 4 Sing we to our God above Alleluial

Unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluial Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Szazd)

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:

All: Dear Heavenly Father; on this day when our hearts are filled with joy, we also
recognize that we are sinners. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed. It was our sins which caused Jesus to suffer and die. Forgive us all of our sins,
we pray, and fill our hearts with Easter joy today and every day. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
C: I O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O God the Son, Redeemer of

the world, have mercy upon us. O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy
upon us.

THE ABSOLUTION

P: Rejoice people of God! The Lord’s Easter victory is yours! By the authority of God and of
my holy office I declare to you: the gracious forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you! Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO
P: Glory be to God in the highest!

C: J And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended;
God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him
for His goodness!

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.




C: J And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):
P: Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death

and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech You, that, as You put in
our minds good desires, so by Your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now
and forever.

C: & Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Joshua 3:1-6,11-17 (§7¢)

Then Joshua rose eatly in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the
Jotdan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. ? At the
end of three days the officers went through the camp ° and commanded the people, “As
soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the Levitical
priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. * Yet there shall be a distance
between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may
know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” > Then Joshua said to
the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

¢ And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the
people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

" Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into
the Jordan. ' Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a
man. > And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lotrd of
all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off
trom flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.”

4 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, ° and as soon as those bearing the ark
had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the
brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest),
!¢ the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam,
the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the
Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 7 Now the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the midst
of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished
passing over the Jordan.

THE GRADUAL Psalm 118
P: This is the day the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in it. Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good: his love endures forever. Alleluial Alleluial Christ, our Passover Lamb, has




been sacrificed. Let us keep the Festival with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and
truth. Alleluia!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 15:16-23

16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 7 And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.'® Then those also who have
fallen asleep in Christ have petished. ' If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of
all people most to be pitied.

2 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. *! For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resutrection of the dead.
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. > But each in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 (§7and)

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. ? And very eatly on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. > And they were saying to one anothet,
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” * And looking up, they
saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. ° And entering the tomb, they
saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed.

¢ And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. " But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”

® And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
C: J God be praised for His glad tidings.

CHIEF HYMN: 350 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”

1 He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the Incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong.
Have mercy on us, Lord!

2 The foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.



Have mercy on us, Lord!

3 But short was their triumph, the Savior arose,
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;

He lives, yea, He lives, and will never-more die.
Have mercy on us, Lord!

4 O where is thy sting, death? We fear thee no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.

For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.

Have mercy on us, Lord!

5 Then sing your hosanas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,
Who sitteth in glory and ever shall reign.

Have mercy on us, Lord!

THE SERMON: “Christ, the Firstfruits of The Harvest” 1 Corinthians 15:16-23

THE EASTER PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (S7and)
P: Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

C: Christ is risen!

P: For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.

C: He is risen indeed!

P: He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification.
C: Alleluia!

P: We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our
sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead.

C: We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

P: Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory
over sin, death, and the grave.



C: You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.
P: With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan's
head and have removed our guilt.

C: You are risen!

P: Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because
of your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us.

C: You are risen indeed!
P: Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.
C: Alleluia!

P: Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith
in our risen Lord.

C: We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.
P: Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
C: He is risen!

P: As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us
and all believers in Christ.

C: He is risen indeed!

(Special prayers and intercessions may follow.)

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

P: Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near
and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.

C: Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the



glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
T be with you all.

THE OFFERING

A HYMN: 310 vv. 1,5-7 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” (§77)

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing 6 Now no more can death appall,
Praise to our victorious King, Now no more the grave enthrall;
Who hath washed us in the tide You have opened paradise,
Flowing from His pierced side. And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluial Alleluial

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie; This alone can sin destroy;

You have conquered in the fight, From sin's pow'tr, Lotd, set us free,
You have brought us life and light. Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

THE COLLECT (Stand)

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church.
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: J Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: Now may the glorious Father, who by his power raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the
dead, give you the Spirit of wisdom to know the hope to which he has called you. And may
he preserve you in body, soul, and spirit until our own resurrection on the day of Christ
Jesus.

Let all God’s people say, “AMEN!”

C: AMEN!



CLOSING HYMN: 351 vv. 1-2,6-8 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (87

11 know that my Redeemer lives; He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living Head. 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death.
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives eternally to save. He lives to bring me safely there.
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high. 8 He lives, all glory to His namel!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly Friend; O the sweet joy this sentence gives;
He lives and loves me to the end. "I know that my Redeemer lives!"

P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia

'7,

P: Let all of God’s people say, “Amen

C: AMEN!
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EASTER
After bidding farewell to the tribes and blessing them, Moses withdrew to the peak of Mount
Nebo, from where God showed him the Promised LLand. But he was not allowed to enter
the land with the people, because of his disobedience in misrepresenting God in the smiting
of the rock at Meribah. In anger Moses struck the rock instead of commanding that water
come out of it as God had directed. God was not angry, but Moses had shown an angry face
and voice to the people. Moses went to his death fit and healthy in spite of his one hundred
and twenty years. We are told God buried him in a grave, which has remained unknown
even to this day. (This mysterious burial site also suggests along with other strong evidence
that Moses has already been raised to life by the time of Jesus’ three-year ministry. In Jude 9,
we are told that in the past Michael, the archangel, disputed with the devil about the body of
Moses and Moses appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration along with the prophet Elijah
who never died, but was taken body and soul to heaven.

Sermon Thoughts
1) What does the law in this text teach us ourselves?

2) How does the Gospel in this text comfort us?

3) How may I personally apply this text to my life today?

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 5, 2026

Wednesday 9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians
Thursday 6:30 PM: Men’s Bible Study

Saturday 12:00 PM: Church Game Day

Sunday 9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study

10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion

April 26 - Pastor Kerkow will be returning to continue leading us through our strategic
planning. Sandwiches and chips are planned to be offered.



