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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
  
ENTRANCE HYMN: 256 vv. 1-4 “When Afflictions Sore Oppress You” 

 
1 When afflictions sore oppress you, 
Low with grief and anguish bowed, 
Then to earnest prayer address you; 
Prayer will help you, through the cloud, 
Still to see your Savior near, 
Under ev'ry cross you bear; 

By the light His Word doth lend you, 
Prayer will joy and comfort send you. 
  
2 None shall ever be confounded, 
Who in God will freely trust; 
Though they be by woes surrounded, 
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God's a Rock to all the just. 
Though you deem He hears you not, 
Still your wants are ne'er forgot; 
Cry to Him when storms assail you, 
Let your courage never fail you. 
  
3 Call on God, knock, seek, implore 
Him, 
'Tis the Christian's noblest skill; 
He who comes with faith before Him 
Meets with help and favor still: 
Who on God most firmly rest 

Are the wisest and the best; 
God will with such strength imbue them, 
Ne'er shall any foe subdue them. 
  
4 Learn to mark God's wondrous dealing 
With the people that He loves; 
When His chast'ning hand they're feeling, 
Then their faith the strongest proves. 
God is nigh, and notes their tears, 
Though He answers not, He hears; 
Pray with faith, for though He try you, 
No good thing can God deny you. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to   become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen. 
 
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  



P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and 
inwardly, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and 
from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 17:1-16 (Sit) 
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 
according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give 
us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses 
and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses 
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the 
place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because 
they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to Joshua, 
“Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top 
of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought 
with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever 
Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek 
prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he 
sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the 
other side. So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua 
overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 
 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears 
of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And 
Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lord Is My Banner, 16 saying, “A hand 
upon the throne of the Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.” 
  
Psalm 25: 1-10 
P: 1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 



C: 2 O my God, in you I trust; 
    let me not be put to shame; 
    let not my enemies exult over me. 
 
P: 3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 
C: 4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
    teach me your paths. 
 
P: 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all the day long. 
 
C: 6 Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
 
P: 7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 
 
C: 8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
 
P: 9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way. 
 
C: 10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
    for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.   
 
THE EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-7 
Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you  
received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you 
do so more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual 
immorality; 4 that each one of   you know how to control his own body in holiness and 
honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one 
transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these 
things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for 
impurity, but in holiness.   
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28 (Stand) 
21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And 



behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he did not 
answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she 
is crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, 
“It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, 
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered 
her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her daughter 
was healed instantly. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting.    ♪ 
Amen. 
 
CHIEF HYMN: 288 vv. 2-3,5 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus Kneeling” 

 
2 God wrought for man, His love forth-showing, 
When Moses smote the rock of old; 
And, lo, through Israel's camp on-flowing, 
Broke forth the longed-for flood, and rolled, 
New strength, new joy, new life bestowed, 
On lips that quaffed it, pure and cold. 
  
3 God wrought for man, mankind redeeming, 
When Christ was pierc'd by Roman spear, 
And, o'er the thirsty world down-streaming, 
Forth gushed a fountain, cool and clear, 
Till souls, those blessed waters near, 
Forgot in joy sin's desert drear. 
  



5 Lord, let my heart, this gift receiving, 
Sing one glad anthem to Thy praise; 
And may the stream, Thy pierc'd heart leaving, 
Refresh and heal me all my days: 
Thus by Thy blood my life restored, 
Eternal thanks to Thee, O Lord.  

 
THE SERMON: “Persistent Faith Built Up in Trials” Exodus 17:1-16 
  
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto 
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 



Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
 
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
  
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
 
THE OFFERING 
If you are a first time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front 
of you. You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to you. 
 
A HYMN: 286 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 

 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood 
From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
  
2 Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy Law's demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly-- 
Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
  
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee! 



THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
 
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: 412 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 

 
1 Come to Calv'ry's holy mountain, 
Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain 
Flows to you, to me, to all, 
In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 
  
2 Come in poverty and meanness, 
Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness, 
From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 
 

3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 
Wounded, paralyzed, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 
Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 
He that drinks shall thirst no more. 
  
4 He that drinks shall live forever; 
'Tis a soul-renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never 
Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for March 1, 2026 

Monday 7:00 PM: BLC Band Concert  
 
Wednesday 9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - On Pause 
 7:00 PM: Lenten Service - Zechariah 6:9-13 



Thursday 6:30 PM: Men’s Bible Study 
 
Sunday 9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 

10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 
 
Bethany Band Concert TOMORROW at 7pm - The BLC Concert Band of Mankato, MN, 
has arrived in Texas for a performance tour. Under the leadership of Prof. Benjamin Faugstad, 
the band will perform a 1-hour concert here at Faith tomorrow at 7pm. The program features 
two pieces from popular movies—Star Trek Into Darkness and The Incredibles; two energetic 
selections with key percussion involvement—Ruckus and The Olympic Spirit; three slower, 
lyrical tunes with Southern Hymn, Salvation Is Created, and Ode for Trumpet; and a famous 
work to celebrate the 250th year of the United States of America with John Philip Sousa’s The 
Liberty Bell.  
  
Pre-Concert Meal - You are invited to dine with the band at 6pm before the concert! There 
are still several spots open on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, so bring a dish to share if you're 
able. Missed signing up? Just bring anything you'd like--potluck style! 


