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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 

Second Sunday After Christmas 

January 4, 2026 
  

Hymns: 168:1,4-5  103:1,3,5-6  181:1,4-5 22 
(Words are printed in this folder) 



A HYMN: 168 vv. 1,4-5 “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
 
1 As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee.  
  
4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And when earthly things are past. 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 
5 In the heav'nly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King! 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen. 
  
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO  
P: Glory be to God in the highest 
 
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath 
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended; 
God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him 



for His goodness!  
 
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you.   
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your mercy and compassion 
You caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed us from sin and 
everlasting death: We beseech You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever 
be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and temptation, 
and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (Sit) 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
    my soul shall exult in my God, 
    for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
    as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
    so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to sprout up before all the nations.  
  
1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, 
    until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
    and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2 The nations shall see your righteousness, 
    and all the kings your glory, 
    and you shall be called by a new name 
    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
  



Psalm 148 
P: 1 Praise the Lord! 
    Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights!  
 
C: 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
    you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
 
P: 8 fire and hail, snow and mist, 
    stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
 
C: 9 Mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars! 
 
P: 10 Beasts and all livestock, 
    creeping things and flying birds! 
 
C: 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
    princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 
P: 12 Young men and maidens together, 
    old men and children! 
 
C: 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his majesty is above earth and heaven. 
 
P: 14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 
    praise for all his saints, 
    for the people of Israel who are near to him. 
    Praise the Lord! 
  
THE EPISTLE: Ephesians 1:3-18 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.  7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and 
things on earth in him. 



11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory. 
  
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints   
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:14-18 (Stand) 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.  
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting. ♪ Amen.  
 
THE CHIEF HYMN: 103 vv. 1,3,5-6 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

 
1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
Great David's greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 



To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity.  
 
3 He shall come down like showers, 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
And joy and hope, like flowers, 
Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
Shall peace, the herald, go 
And righteousness, in fountains, 
From hill to valley flow.  
 
5 Kings shall bow down before Him 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 

His praise all people sing. 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend, 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 
  
6 O'er every foe victorious, 
He on His throne shall rest. 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever-- 
That name to us is Love. 

 
THE SERMON: “God Will Not Keep Quiet About His Church” Isaiah 62:1-3 
 
THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto 
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 



orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
  
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
A HYMN: 181 vv. 1,4-5 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

 
1 Of the Father's love begotten, 
Ere the world began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the Source, the Ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore.  
  



4 O that birth forever blessed, 
When the Virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore. 

5 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.   
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
 
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: 22 “Let All the World in Every Corner Sing” 

 
1 Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King! 
The heav'ns are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low, 
His praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King! 
  
2 Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King! 
The Church with psalms must shout; 
No door can keep them out; 

But, above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King! 
 
3 Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King! 
The Father, with the Son, 
And Spirit, Three in One, 
One everlasting Lord, 
Be evermore adored! 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King!. 

 
THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 



keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for January 4, 2026 

 
Wednesday  9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians 
   7:00 PM: Women’s Bible Study - Meet at Chandia House 
   (14971 Oak Summit, 78232) 
 
Thursday  5:30 PM: Men’s Bible Study 
 
Saturday  9:00 AM: Take down Christmas Decorations/Workday 
 
Sunday  9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study  
   10:30 AM: Divine Service 


