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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 16, 2025 
 

Hymns: 536   538  535  595 
(Words are printed in this folder) 



ENTRANCE HYMN: 536 “O Son of God, We Wait for Thee” (Sit) 
 

1 O Son of God, we wait for Thee, 
We long for Thine appearing; 
We know Thou sittest on the throne, 
And we Thy Name are bearing. 
Who trusts in Thee, 
May joyful be, 
And see Thee, Lord, descending 
To bring us bliss unending. 
  
2 We wait for Thee, ’mid toil and pain, 
In weariness and sighing; 
But glad that Thou our guilt hast borne, 
And canceled it by dying. 
Hence, cheerfully 
May we with Thee 
Take up our cross and bear it, 
Till we relief inherit. 
 

3 We wait for Thee; here Thou hast won 
Our hearts to hope and duty; 
But while our spirits feel Thee near, 
Our eyes would see Thy beauty; 
We fain would be 
At rest with Thee 
In peace and joy supernal, 
In glorious life eternal. 
  
4 We wait for Thee; soon Thou wilt come, 
The time is swiftly nearing; 
In this we do now rejoice, 
And long for Thine appearing. 
O bliss ’twill be 
When Thee we see, 
Homeward Thy people bringing, 
With transport and with singing! 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and 
deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, 
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen.   



THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO   
P: Glory be to God in the highest! 
  
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath 
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended; 
God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him 
for His goodness! 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: Absolve Your people, O Lord, from their offenses; that by Your bountiful goodness we 
may be delivered from the bonds of sin, which because of our weakness we have brought 
upon ourselves; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Malachi 4:1-6 (Sit) 
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with   healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 
the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of 
your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 
 
4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at 
Horeb for all Israel. 
 
5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 
the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 
  
THE GRADUAL  Psalm 44 
P: You gave us victory over our enemies: you put our adversaries to shame.  In God we 
make our boast all day long: and we will praise your name forever.  Alleluia! Alleluia! You 
who fear him, trust in the Lord: he is their help and shield.  Alleluia! 
 
THE EPISTLE: 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of 



the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering 6 since indeed God considers it just to 
repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as 
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in 
flaming fire,  inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do  not 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, 
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on 
that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, 
because our testimony to you was believed.    
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 (Stand) 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me.’ 
 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will 
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in  prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say 
to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 



ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting.    ♪ 
Amen. 
 
CHIEF HYMN: 538 “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”  

 
1 The day is surely drawing near 
When God's Son, the Anointed, 
Shall with great majesty appear 
As Judge of all appointed. 
All mirth and laughter then shall cease 
When flames on flames will still increase, 
As Scripture truly teacheth. 
  
2 A trumpet loud shall then resound 
And all the earth be shaken. 
Then all who in their graves are found 
Shall from their sleep awaken; 
But all that live shall in that hour 
By the Almighty's boundless pow'r 
Be changed at His commanding. 
 
3 A book is opened then to all, 
A record truly telling 
What each hath done, both great and small, 
When he on earth was dwelling; 
And ev'ry heart be clearly seen, 
And all be known as they have been 
In thoughts and words and actions. 
  
4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord 
And sought but carnal pleasures, 
Who here despised His precious Word 
And loved their earthly treasures! 

With shame and trembling they will stand 
And at the Judge's stern command 
To Satan be delivered. 
 
5 O Jesus, who my debt didst pay 
And for my sin wast smitten; 
Within the Book of Life, O may 
My name be also written! 
I will not doubt; I trust in Thee, 
From Satan Thou hast made me free 
And from all condemnation. 
  
6 Therefore my Intercessor be 
And for Thy blood and merit 
Declare my name from judgment free 
With all who life inherit, 
That I may see Thee face to face 
With all Thy saints in that blest place 
Which Thou for us hast purchased. 
 
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 
But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way 
In fear and tribulation. 
Then hear us when we cry to Thee; 
Come, mighty Judge, and make us free 
From ev'ry evil! Amen. 

  
THE SERMON  2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 



C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto 
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
 
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 



C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
 
THE OFFERING   
If you are a first time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front 
of you. You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to you. 
 
A HYMN: 535 “Farewell I Gladly Bid Thee” (Sit) 

 
1 Farewell I gladly bid thee, 
False, evil world, farewell. 
Thy life is vain and sinful, 
With thee I would not dwell. 
I long to be in heaven, 
In that untroubled sphere 
Where they will be rewarded 
Who served their God while here. 
  
2 By Thy good counsel lead me, 
O Son of God, my Stay; 
In each perplexing trial 
Help me, O Lord, I pray. 
Mine hour of sorrow shorten, 
Support my fainting heart, 
From ev'ry cross deliver, 
The crown of life impart. 
  
3 When darkness round me gathers, 
Thy name and cross, still bright, 
Deep in my heart are sparkling 
Like stars in blackest night. 

O heart, this image cherish: 
The Christ on Calvary, 
How patiently He suffered 
And shed His blood for me! 
 
4 Lord, hide my soul securely 
Deep in Thy wounded side; 
From ev'ry danger shield me 
And to Thy glory guide. 
He has been truly blessed 
Who reaches heav'n above; 
He has found perfect healing 
Who rests upon Thy love. 
  
5 Lord, write my name, I pray Thee, 
Now in the Book of Life, 
And with all true believers 
Take me where joys are rife. 
There let me bloom and flourish, 
Thy perfect freedom prove, 
And tell, as I adore Thee, 
How faithful was Thy love. 

 
THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 



us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
  
CLOSING HYMN: 595 “Peace to Soothe Our Bitter Woes” (Sit) 

  
1 Peace to soothe our bitter woes, 
God in Christ on us bestows; 
Jesus bought our peace with God 
With His holy, precious blood; 
Peace in Him for sinners found, 
Is the Gospel's joyful sound. 
 

2 Peace to us the Church doth tell, 
'Tis her welcome and farewell: 
Peace was our baptismal dow'r, 
Peace shall bless our dying hour; 
Peace be with you, full and free, 
Now and through eternity. 

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for November 16, 2025 
Voter’s with potluck after service. 

 
Wednesday  9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - I Corinthians 

7:30 PM: Women’s Study Group -  
Meet at Ruiz House to watch an episode of “The Chosen”. 
This will be the last meet up until January. 

 
Sunday  9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 

10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 
 
Sunday, November 23 - Fireside Thanksgiving Devotion, 5:00 PM. 
 
The parking lot is scheduled to be worked on Monday, Nov. 17 to Friday, Nov. 21 and 
will not be available for use during this time. See Pastor Ruiz with questions. 
 
If you would like to put flowers in church for a special occasion, please speak with Walter 
Rosser about what you would like the bulletin announcements to say. You can bring your 
own flowers or contact Sylvia Bull Sr. for more information. 210-260-0275 


