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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite II—pp. 60-85, Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
A HYMN CW 916 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” 

 
1 Today your mercy calls us 
To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
And make us clean today. 
 
2 Today your gate is open, 

And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father's welcome 
And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
A present joy be giv'n, 
A future grace be promised, 
A glorious crown in heav'n. 
 
3 Today our Father calls us, 
His Holy Spirit waits; 

Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 
August 24, 2025 

 

Hymns: 916  207 239 315 588 
(Words are printed in this folder) 



His blessed angels gather 
Around the heav'nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
It is our Father's home. 
 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without you 
When heart and eye run o'er? 
When all things seem against us, 
To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
One ear will hear our prayer. 

 
THE INVOCATION (Stand) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our 
help is in the name of the Lord. 
  
C: ♪ Who made heaven and earth. 
  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
  
C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:  
Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy 
office I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
  
C: Amen. 
  



THE INTROIT - John 14:23 
P: Alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia.    
  
THE GLORIA PATRI  
C: ♪ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
  
THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon 
us. 
 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO  
C: ♪ Glory be to God on high: 
  
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise You, we bless You, we 
worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. You are seated 
at the right hand of God the Father, have   mercy upon us. For You only are holy. You 
only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day)  
P: O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the 
full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 66:18-24 
“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and 
tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19 and I will set a sign among them. 
And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the 
bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen 
my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20 And they shall bring all your 



brothers from all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots and in 
litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just 
as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 21 And 
some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the Lord. 
  
22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth 
    that I make 
    shall remain before me, says the Lord, 
    so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
23 From new moon to new moon, 
    and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
    all flesh shall come to worship before me, 
    declares the Lord. 
  
24 “And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against 
me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an 
abhorrence to all flesh.” 
  
THE GRADUAL Psalm 17 
P: Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of your eye: hide me in the shadow of your wings. May my 
vindication come from you: may your eyes see what is right. Alleluia! Alleluia! O Lord, the 
God who saves me: day and night I cry out   before you. Alleluia!  
  
THE EPISTLE: Hebrews 12:18-24 
For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and 
a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that 
no further messages be spoken to them.  20 For they could not endure the order that was 
given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was 
the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel.  
  
THE ALLELUIA (Stand) 
  
C: ♪ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:22-30 
P: The Holy Gospel for this Sunday is written… 
  
C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord 



22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward 
Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he 
said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, 
and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he 
will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We 
ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I 
do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28 In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come 
from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 
30 And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 
  
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
C: ♪ Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 
THE CREED Nicene Creed 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not 
made, Being of one substance with the Father, By Whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the 
Resurrection of the dead and the Life † of the world to come.  Amen. 
  
CHIEF HYMN: 207 “Seek Where Ye May to Find a Way” (Sit) 

 
1 Seek where ye may To find a way 
That leads to your salvation. 
My heart is stilled; On Christ I build, 
He is the one Foundation. 

His Word is sure; His works endure. 
He doth o’erthrow My ev’ry foe; 
Through Him I more than conquer. 
 



2 Seek whom ye may To be your stay; 
None can redeem his brother. 
All helpers failed; This Man prevailed, 
The God-Man, and none other. 
Our Servant Lord Did help afford; 
We’re justified, For He hath died, 
The guiltless for the guilty. 
 
3 Seek Him alone, Who did atone, 
Who did your souls deliver; 
Yea, seek Him first, All ye who thirst 
For grace that faileth never. 
In ev’ry need Seek Him indeed; 
To ev’ry heart He will impart 
His blessings without measure. 

4 My heart’s Delight, My Crown most bright, 
Thou, Jesus, art forever. 
Nor wealth nor pride Nor aught beside 
Our bond of love shall sever. 
Thou art my Lord; Thy precious Word 
Shall be my guide Whate’er betide. 
O teach me, Lord, to trust Thee! 
  
5 Hide not from me, I ask of Thee, 
Thy gracious face and favor. 
Though floods of woe Should o’er me flow, 
My faith shall never waver. 
From pain and grief Grant sweet relief; 
For tears I weep, Lord, let me reap 
Thy heav’nly joy and glory. 

 
THE SERMON: “Strive to Enter Through the Narrow Door”  Luke 13:22-30 
 
THE OFFERTORY VERSE (Stand) 
C: ♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto 
me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen. 
  
OFFERING:  
If you are a first-time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front 
of you. You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to you. 
  
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
P: Let us pray for the Church and all people according to their needs: Almighty God and 
Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies, especially for the gift of Your 
dear Son, through whom You have  revealed Your grace. We pray that You would plant Your 
Word in our hearts that we may cling to it in faith and bear much fruit in well doing. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may grow 
and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the light of Your truth 
throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and seminaries of the Church that they may 
send forth laborers to serve in the ministry of Your Word, in the ministry of mercy, and in all 
godly walks of life. Let the light of Your Word shine continually in our homes. Keep the 
children of the Church in the grace of their Baptism, and grant that all entrusted with their 
care may bring them up in true faith and obedience to Your will. 
 



C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the 
Governor and legislators of this state.  Give them wisdom and sound judgement, that justice 
may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy!  Lord be our Helper. 
 
P: We commend into Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness, or any other adversity, 
especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth. Comfort them, O God, with 
Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may acknowledge Your fatherly will and 
rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble.  Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name. 
 
P: Let Your blessing rest upon seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on medicine 
and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your people.  Protect all who 
travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous. Bless all who in their daily calling 
endeavor to do Your will, and give them the assurance that their work is pleasing in Your 
sight. 
 
C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer! 
 
(Special intercessions may be added) 
 
P: Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour with 
Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in the blessed 
company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a 
contrite spirit.  The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all 
their troubles. 

 
The Service of Holy Communion 

 
Our Communion Practice.  
Faith Lutheran Church practices closed communion, admitting to the Lord’s Supper only 
those who are members of our Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) or of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We ask that all others refrain from communing out of 
respect for our practice.  If you would like to receive a blessing during the Lord’s Supper, 
please come forward and signify by crossing your arms across your chest. Please speak with 
our Pastor if you have questions. Thank you.  



A HYMN: 239 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (Sit) 
 
1 I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious 
Till not a spot remains. 
  
2 I lay my wants on Jesus, 
All fulness dwells in Him; 
He healeth my diseases, 
He doth my soul redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases, 
He all my sorrows shares. 
 

3 I rest my soul on Jesus, 
This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces, 
I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 
"God with us," Christ the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 
His name abroad is poured. 
  
4 I long to be like Jesus, 
Meek, loving, lowly, mild; 
I long to be like Jesus, 
The Father's holy Child. 
I long to be with Jesus 
Amid the heav'nly throng 
To sing with saints His praises, 
To learn the angels' song. 

THE PREFACE (Stand) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: ♪ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 
C: ♪ It is good and right so to do. 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
ascended above the heavens and sitting at Your right hand, poured out on this day, as He had 
promised, the Holy Spirit on the chosen disciples. At this the whole world rejoices with 
exceeding joy. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
C: ♪ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is 



He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: "Take, eat; this is My † body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."  In the same way also He took the 
cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: "Drink of it all of you; this cup is 
the New Testament in My † blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of 
sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
 
THE PAX DOMINI (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
C: ♪ O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us Your 
peace. Amen. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION (Sit) 
 
A HYMN: 315 “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 

 
1 Jesus, the very thought of thee 
With sweetness fills the breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see 
And in Thy presence rest. 
  
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 
Nor can the mem'ry find 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest name, 
O Savior of mankind! 
  
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite heart, 

O Joy of all the meek! 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art, 
How good to those who seek! 
 
4 But what to those who find? Ah! this 
Nor tongue nor pen can show; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, 
None but His loved ones know. 
  
5 Jesus, our only Joy be Thou 
As Thou our Prize wilt be; 



Jesus, be Thou our Glory now And through eternity. 
 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS  (Stand) 
C: ♪ Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word. For my 
eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people, 
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen 
 
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING 
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 
  
C: ♪ And his mercy endures forever. 
 
P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
THE BENEDICAMUS 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
 
C: ♪ Thanks be to God. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
  
CLOSING HYMN: 588 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” 

 
1 Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 
Trav'ling through this wilderness. 



2 Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy Gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound. 
May Thy presence, may Thy presence 
With us evermore be found. 
  

3 So that when Thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
Fear of death shall not appall us, 
Glad Thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with Thee in endless day. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for August 24, 2025 

Monday   6:30 PM: Men’s Fellowship - Hoppdoddy off of 1604 
 
Wednesday  9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - 1 Peter 
   7:30 PM: Women’s Bible Study - Selected Psalms 
 
Sunday  9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 
   10:30 AM: Confirmation of Sofia Fern & Divine Service with 

Communion 
 
Oktober Fest Family Fun Night - TBA 


