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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary)

THE OPENING PRAYER (Stand)

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear
Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN: CW 753 “My Worth Is Not in What I Own” (§77)

1 My worth is not in what I own,
Not in the strength of flesh and bone,
But in the costly wounds of love at the cross.

2 My worth is not in skill or name,

In win or lose, in pride or shame,

But in the blood of Christ that flowed at the cross.

Refrain

I rejoice in my Redeemer - greatest treasure, wellspring of my soul.
I will trust in him, no other; my soul is satisfied in him alone.



3 As summer flow’rs we fade and die;
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by.
But life eternal calls to us at the cross

4 1 will not boast in wealth or might,

Or human wisdom’s fleeting light.

But I will boast in knowing Christ at the cross.
Refrain

5 Two wonders here that I confess:

My worth and my unworthiness.

My value fixed my ransom paid at the cross.
Refrain

THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Sand)

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are
by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and
deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace,
tfor the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
C: I O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O God the Son, Redeemer of

the world, have mercy upon us. O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy
upon us.

THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto
us all. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO
P: Glory be to God in the highest!

C: J And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high who hath
our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, the strife at last is ended;



God showeth His good will to men, and peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him
for His goodness!

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C: J And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):

P: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: J Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ecclesiastes 1:1-2,12-14; 2:18-26 (§72)
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

% Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

12T the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. > And I applied my heart to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that
God has given to the children of man to be busy with. ' I have seen everything that is done
under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind.

'8 T hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who
will come after me, ¥ and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. * So
I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun,
*! because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must
leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a
great evil. # What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils
beneath the sun? # For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the
night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

* There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment
in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, * for apart from him who can eat or
who can have enjoyment? % For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting,
only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.



THE GRADUAL Psalm 34

P: Come, my children, listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Those who look on
Him are radiant: their faces are never covered with shame. Alleluia! Alleluia!l Clap your
hands, all you nations: shout to God with cries of joy. Alleluia!

THE EPISTLE: Colossians 3:1-11

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. ? For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ
who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in gloty. * Put to death therefore
what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. ¢ On account of these the wrath of God is coming. "In these you too once
walked, when you were living in them. ® But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. ? Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have put off the old self with its practices '’ and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. ' Here there is not Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in

all.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 ($7and)

1 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teachet, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with
me.” '* But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or atbitrator over you?” > And he
said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” '® And he told them a parable, saying, “The
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 7 and he thought to himself, “‘What shall I do, for I
have nowhere to store my crops?” '* And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. ' And I will say to
my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”

2 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?” #' So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is
not rich toward God.”

This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
C: J God be praised for His glad tidings.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;



From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life T everlasting. J'

Amen.

CHIEF HYMN: 468 vv. 1-3,6 “All Depends on Our Possessing”

THE SERMON: Ecclesiastes 2:24-26

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (S7and)
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:

C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer.

P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church
taithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will.
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them
repentance unto life.

C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.

P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel. Prosper what is
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.

C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper.

P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful. Graciously help those who are
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity.
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in
all that we undertake.

C: O Lotd, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name.

P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your



holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting.

C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them.
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray.
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer.

P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a
resurrection to Your glory.

C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord!

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
T be with you all.

THE OFFERING
If you are a first time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front
of you. You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to yon.

A HYMN: 446 vv. 1,2,4,7,8 “What Is the World to Me” (Si/)

1 What is the wotld to me My Jesus doth abide,
With all its vaunted pleasure Though all things fade and flee;
When Thou, and Thou alone, My everlasting Rock.

Lord Jesus, art my Treasure!
Thou only, dearest Lord,
My soul's Delight shalt be;
Thou art my Peace, my Rest.
What is the world to me!

2 The wortld is like a cloud
And like a vapor fleeting,
A shadow that declines,
Swift to its end retreating.

What is the world to me!

4 The world seeks after wealth
And all that Mammon offers,

Yet never is content

Though gold should fill it coffers.
I have a higher good,

Content with it I'll be:

My Jesus is my Wealth.

What is the world to me!



7 The world abideth not;
Lo, like a flash "twill vanish;
With all its gorgeous pomp
Pale death it cannot banish;
Its riches pass away,

And all its joys must flee;
But Jesus doth abide.

What is the world to me!

THE COLLECT (Stand)

8 What is the wotld to me!

My Jesus is my Treasure,

My Life, my Health, my Wealth,
My Friend, my Love, my Pleasure,
My Joy, my Crown, my All,

My Bliss eternally.

Once more, then, I declare:

What is the world to me!

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church.
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: J Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give 1 you peace.

C: J Amen, amen, amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN: 160 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (i)

1 Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,

Our Shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home!

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,

And our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight

Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5 Thy word commands our flesh to dust:
"Return, ye son of men!"

All nations rose from earth at first

And turn to earth again.

6 Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;

They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

7 Like flow'ry fields the nations stand
Pleased with the morning light;



The flow'rs beneath the mower's hand Our Hope for years to come,
Lie with'ring ere 'tis night. Be Thou our guard while life shall last
And our eternal Home!

8 O God, our Help in ages past,

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for August 3, 2025
Wednesday 9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - 1 Peter
7:30 PM: Women’s Bible Study - Selected Psalms

Friday 5:30 PM: Family Fun Night
Saturday  12:00 PM: Church Game Day

Sunday 9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study
10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion



