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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear Your 
holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day 
by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: 23 “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 

 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, 
And let Thy Holy Spirit bow 
All hearts in love and fear today 
To hear the truth and keep Thy way. 
  
2 Open our lips to sing Thy praise, 
Our hearts in true devotion raise, 

Our faith increase, our minds enlight 
That we may know Thy name aright 
 
3 Until we join the host that cry 
"Holy art Thou, O Lord most High!" 
And 'mid the light of that blest place 
Shall gaze upon Thee face to face. 
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4 Glory to God, the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To Thee, O blessed Trinity, 
Be praise throughout eternity! 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. Therefore we 
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
  
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have mercy 

upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your Word, 
to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of the 

world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us. 
  
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake   forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on 
His name He gives power to   become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen. 
  
THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
  
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
  
THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly, that 
we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts 
which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 26:8-15 (Sit) 
8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all 
the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall 
die! 9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, 
and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around  Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord. 
10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king's house to the house 
of the Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord. 11 Then the 



priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence 
of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 
12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13 Now therefore mend your ways and 
your deeds, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will relent of the disaster that 
he has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems 
good and right to you. 15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to 
speak all these words in your ears.” 
 
THE GRADUAL Psalm 25 
P: The troubles of my heart have multiplied: free me from my anguish. Look upon my affliction and 
my distress: and take away all my sins. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: his love endures 
forever. Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord?” or fully declare his praise? Blessed are they 
who maintain justice: who constantly do what is right. Remember me, O Lord, when you show 
favor to your people: come to my aid when you save them.    
  
THE EPISTLE: Philippians 3:17- 4:1 
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example 
you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory 
in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in   heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will   transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.  
  
1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, 
my beloved.  
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35 (Stand) 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform 
cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my 
way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away 
from Jerusalem.’ 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you 
will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”  
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 



descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting.    ♪ Amen. 
 
CHIEF HYMN: 406 “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 

 
1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 
I pray Thee, ne'er from me depart; 
With tender mercy cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share, 
Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare 
If Thou, Lord, were not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break, 
My trust in Thee no one could shake. 
Thou art the Portion I have sought; 
Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 
  
2 Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave 
My body, soul, and all I have 
In this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place 
May glorify Thy lavish grace 
And serve and help my neighbor. 
Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

And Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me 
To bear my cross and follow Thee. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
In death Thy comfort still afford. 
 
3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 
To Abram's bosom bear me home, 
That I may die unfearing; 
And in its narrow chamber keep 
My body safe in peaceful sleep 
Until Thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me 
That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 
My Savior and my Fount of grace, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
My prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
And I will praise Thee without end. 

 
THE SERMON: “Stay The Course” Philippians 3:17- 4:1  
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word be 
taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church faithful 
pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. Send forth 
laborers   into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto the people of 
Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.   Prosper what is good 



among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your servants, the 
President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and magistrates and all in 
authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of wisdom and fear, so that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the orphan. 
Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are assaulted by the devil 
and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering for the sake of Christ's holy 
name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. Bestow upon us good and seasonable 
weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have bought 
with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your holy love. 
Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in Your fear. At Your 
table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
 
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
 
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When our final 
hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a resurrection to 
Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen 
  
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit † be 
with you all. 
  
THE OFFERING 
If you are a first time visitor with us, we encourage you to fill out a welcome card which is in the pew in front of you. 
You may place it in the offering plate as it comes by and our Pastor will happily reach out to you. 
 



A HYMN: 306 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 
1 What wondrous love is this, 
O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
  
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down 
Beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
  
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, 
Who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
  
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free 
I'll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

 
THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given us Your 
holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. We humbly 
entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live 
according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at last obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
 
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 



THE CLOSING HYMN: 474 “I’m But a Stranger Here” 
 
1 I'm but a stranger here, 
Heav'n is my home. 
Earth is a desert drear; 
Heav'n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on ev'ry hand; 
Heav'n is my fatherland; 
Heav'n is my home. 
  
2 What though the tempest rage, 
Heav'n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, 
Heav'n is my home; 
And time's wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last; 
Heav'n is my home. 
 

3 There at my Savior's side-- 
Heav'n is my home-- 
I shall be glorified; 
Heav'n is my home; 
There are the good and blest, 
Those I love most and best; 
And there I, too, shall rest, 
Heav'n is my home. 
  
4 Therefore I murmur not; 
Heav'n is my home. 
Whate'er my earthly lot, 
Heav'n is my home. 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord's right hand. 
Heav'n is my fatherland; 
Heav'n is my home. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would have 
us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your 
Word in pure hearts, that we   thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and 
comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for March 16, 2025 

Today  Voters/Potluck Lunch after service 
 
Wednesday  8 AM: Women’s Bible Study - Resumes March 19th 
  7:00 PM: Lenten Service - Psalm 51:3-4 
 
Sunday 9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 
 10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 
 
Funeral Service: Myra Keiser - Tuesday March 18 
Visitation at FLC                     9AM 
Funeral at FLC                  10AM 
Catered Lunch at FLC             11-1PM 
Committal Ft. Sam Houston    2 PM 


