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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
1. THE OPENING PRAYER (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
  
2. A HYMN: 242 vv. 1-4,7 “Baptized into Thy Name Most Holy” 

 
1 Baptized into Thy name most holy, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
Among Thy seed, Thy chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
Thy Spirit now shall live within. 
 

2 My loving Father, Thou dost take me 
To be henceforth Thy child and heir; 
My faithful Savior, Thou dost make me 
The fruit of all Thy sorrows share. 
Thou, Holy Ghost, wilt comfort me 
When darkest clouds around I see. 
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3 And I have vowed to fear and love Thee 
And to obey Thee, Lord, alone; 
Because the Holy Ghost did move me, 
I dared to pledge myself Thine own, 
Renouncing sin to keep the faith 
And war with evil unto death. 
 
4 My faithful God, Thou failest never, 
Thy covenant surely will abide; 
O cast me not away forever 

Should I transgress it on my side. 
Though I have oft my soul defiled, 
Do Thou forgive, restore, Thy child. 
  
7 And never let my purpose falter, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
But keep me faithful to Thine altar 
Till Thou shalt call me from my post. 
So unto Thee I live and die 
And praise Thee evermore on high. 

 
3. THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  
4. THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 

the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 

  
5. THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen. 
  
7. THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO  
C: ♪ Glory be to God on high: 
  
C: ♪ And on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise You, we bless You, we 

worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. O Lord 
God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 



You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For You 
only are holy. You  only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are 
most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
7. THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you.   
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
  
8. THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You govern all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully hear 
the prayers of Your people, and grant us Your peace all the days of our life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
9. THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (Sit) 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 
4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came 
to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before 
him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has 
not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord 
said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that 
day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 



10. THE GRADUAL Psalm 107 
P: He sent forth his word and healed them: he rescued them from the grave. Let them give 
thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love: and his wonderful deeds for men. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise him, all his angels: praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Alleluia!  
  
11. THE EPISTLE: Titus 3:3-7 
3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. . 
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  
5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.    
  
12. THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17,21-22 (Stand) 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, 
like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.”  
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
  
13. THE APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting. ♪ Amen.  
  



14. THE CHIEF HYMN: 247 vv. 1-4,7 “To Jordan Came Our Lord”  
 

1 To Jordan came our Lord, the Christ, 
The Father’s will obeying. 
And there was by St. John baptized, 
All righteousness fulfilling. 
There He did consecrate a bath 
To wash away transgression, 
To rescue us from bitter death 
By His own blood and passion, 
New Life for us creating! 
 

2 So let us hear and ponder well 
What God creates in Baptism. 
What He would have us all believe, 
Who error shun and schism. 
That water at the font be used 
Is surely His good pleasure, 
Not water only, but the Word 
And Spirit without measure 
He is the true Baptizer. 

15. THE SERMON “Baptism is the Cure for an Identity Crisis” Titus 3:3-7 
 
16. THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto 
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 



C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
  
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
  
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
  
17. THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
  
18. THE OFFERING 
  
19. A HYMN: 246 vv. 1-3,5 “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 

 
1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: 
I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, 
Gave my full redemption price. 
Do I need earth’s treasures many? 
I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free 
Lasting to eternity! 
  
2 Sins, disturb my soul no longer; 

I am baptized into Christ. 
I have comfort even stronger: 
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 
Should a guilty conscience seize me 
Since my Baptism did release me 
In a dear forgiving flood, 
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 
  
3 Satan, hear this proclamation: 
I am baptized into Christ. 



Drop your ugly accusation,  
I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I’ve travelled, 
All your might has come unravelled, 
And, against your tyranny, 
God my Lord unites with me! 
  
5 There is nothing worth comparing 

To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring; 
Even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, 
Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ: 
I’m a child of Paradise! 

 
20. THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
21. THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
  
22. CLOSING HYMN: 241 “He That Believes and Is Baptized” 

  
1 He that believes and is baptized 
Shall see the Lord's salvation; 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
He is a new creation. 
Through Christ's redemption he shall stand 
Among the glorious heav'nly band 
Of ev'ry tribe and nation. 
 

2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us Thy Holy Spirit; 
Look Thou on our infirmity 
Through Jesus' blood and merit. 
Grant us to grow in grace each day 
By holy baptism that we may 
Eternal life inherit! 

23. THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
 
  



Epiphany: Meaning & Purpose 
The word Epiphany means “to make known”. At Christmas we journeyed with the 
shepherds to see the Baby in the manger. Now, in Epiphany we journey with the wise men, 
and the full nature of the Christ Child is made known to us. Epiphany reminds us that the 
Son of Mary is also the Son of God, the Savior of all people. Each week of Epiphany reveals 
this to us with increasing clarity, from the Child worshipped by wise men, to the Boy Jesus 
in the temple “about His Father’s business,” to the Man Jesus who reveals His deity through 
His miracles. The Second Person of the Trinity has broken into our earthly world. God has 
appeared among us. 

 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for January 19, 2025 

 
Monday 5:00-6:00 PM: Church Calendar/Symbolism Class 
 
Wednesday 9:30 AM: Women’s Bible Study - Revelation  

7:00 PM: Men & Women’s Bible Study - Revelation  
 
Sunday 9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study 

10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 


