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TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE 
(Rite One, pages 41-59 in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary) 

 
1. THE OPENING PRAYER (Stand) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
  
2. THE ENTRANCE HYMN: 87 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2 Israel's strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
3 Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
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4 By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule Thou in our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
3. THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Stand) 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
4. THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
C: ♪ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God the Son, Redeemer of 

the world, have mercy upon us.  O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 

  
5. THE ABSOLUTION 
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen. 
  
7. THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you.   
 
C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
8. THE COLLECT (Prayer for the Day):  
P: Stir up, we beseech You, Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins, and be saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
for You live and reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
  
9. THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 33:14-16 (Sit) 
14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 



the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  
 
10. THE GRADUAL Psalm 25 & 85 
P: No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame. Show me your ways, O Lord: 
teach me your paths. Alleluia! Alleluia! Show us your unfailing love, O Lord: and grant us 
your salvation. Alleluia! 
  
11. THE EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your 
sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to 
face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do 
for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
  
12. THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40 (Stand) 
28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he 
drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the 
disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why 
are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent 
went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has need 
of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on 
it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—
already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began 
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 
38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would 
cry out.” 
 
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
C: ♪ God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 
13. THE APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 



ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life † everlasting. ♪ Amen.  
 
14. THE CHIEF HYMN: 90 vv. 1-4 “Savior of the Nations, Come”  

 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin's son, make here Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
  
2 Not by human flesh and blood 
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh- 
Woman's Offspring, pure and fresh. 
  

3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 
Of the Virgin undefiled! 
Though by all the world disowned, 
Still to be in heav'n enthroned. 
  
4 From the Father forth He came 
And returneth to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell- 
High the song of triumph swell! 

15. THE SERMON  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
“A Real Christmas Requires Remembering Why Christ Came” 

 
16. THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Stand) 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 
 
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word 
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and unto 
the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them 
repentance unto life. 
 
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what is 
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 
 
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 



orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful.  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering 
for the sake of Christ's holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in 
all that we undertake. 
 
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 
 
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your 
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in 
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life everlasting. 
 
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 
  
P: In Your mercy look upon ...... In Christ's name we pray. 
  
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
 
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen 
  
17. THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
† be with you all. 
 
18. THE OFFERING    
 
19. A HYMN: 121 vv. 1, 3-4 “Behold, a Branch Is Growing” 

 
1 Behold, a Branch is growing 
Of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sung, foreknowing; 
It springs from Jesse's race 

And bears one little Flow'r 
In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour.  
  



3 The shepherds heard the story, 
Proclaimed by angels bright, 
How Christ, the Lord of Glory, 
Was born on earth this night. 
To Bethlehem they sped 
And in the manger found Him, 
As angel heralds said. 
 

4 This Flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness ev'rywhere. 
True Man, yet very God; 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens ev'ry load. 

 
20. THE COLLECT (Stand) 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given 
us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. 
We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it, and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.   
  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
21. THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give † you peace. 
 
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 
22. THE CLOSING HYMN: 109 “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” 

  
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev'ry voice a song. 
  
2 He comes the prisoners to release, 
In Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 
  

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
  
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring 
With Thy beloved Name. 

23. THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 



CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS for December 1, 2024 
  

Wednesday  7:00 PM: Advent Service - The Shepherd King 
Isaiah 40:11 

 
Saturday  1:00 PM: Dealing with Grief Class  
 
Sunday  9:00 AM: Sunday School & Bible Study  

10:30 AM: Divine Service with Communion 
 
Dec. 14th - Game Day 12PM at Faith Lutheran Church 
 
Dec. 14th - Caroling at the Pearl 7PM with WELS Cross of Christ Congregation 
 
Dec. 21st - Rehearsal for Sunday School Christmas Program 
 
Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM 
 
Dec. 26th - Caroling at Heartis Assisted Living 11 AM 
 
A Special Offering is being asked to send as a gift to our adopted seminarian Noah 
Schleusener. Noah is in his second year of seminary. 


